
FEDERAL ELECUON COMMISSION 

In the matter of: GL ^ 

Bei4aminFh«er,Jr. MURNo. ^ ^ 
0 Ben Frasier fiv Congress ^ 
^ Friends ofFnsier for Congress 

Q 
O G(»ifPLAINT 

1. CitibEensfi>rReq)onsibiUtyandEdiicsinWaduiiĝ  

Melanie Sloan fating this complaint before the Fedend Election Conmiission fTEC") 

seeldng an immediate investigadon and enforeement acdon asainst 

Boyamin 

FIrasier, Jr., Ben Frasier fbr Congress, Friends of Fkasier fiir Congress, 

fas direct and serious violatioos oftiie 

Federal Eleclion Campaign Act (TBCA"). 

2. Conylaiiiiiiit LKIS W is a nonprofit corpomtloiit oigHnizad updw section 

S01(cX3) of the Intenial Remm CodOi CREW is oonmi^ 

dtizens to be infinmed about tiie actmties of govemmenft ofBc^ 

integrily of government oflBdals. CREW is dedicated lo engKiwering dtizens to have 

an influential voice in govenunent decirions and in the governmental dedsion̂ naldng 

process. GREW uses a oombination of leseaidii IftigatioOt and advocacy lo advam 

mSssloDa 



3. In furtimnce of its mission, CREW seeks to expose unetiiical and illegal 

conduct of those involved in govenunenL One way CREW does tiiis is Iqr educating 

citizens regarding tiie integrity of tiie eledond process and our system of govemmenL 

Toward this end, CREW mooitofs (he canqMign finance activities of tiiose vibo nm fat 

federal office and publicizes those who violate federal campaign finance laws. Through 

Q its website, press releases and otiier metiiods ofdistribution, CREW.alsofito 

0 witti the FEC ifidien it discoveni violations oftiie FECA. PubUcizing campaign finance 

<iO violators and filing conqilaints witii the FEC serves CRBW*^n^ 

^ public infinmed about individuals and entities ¥4io violate campaign finance laws and 

^ 4. In order to assess vdhetfaer an individual, candidatê  political committee or 

other regulated entity is complying with federal cainpaign finance law, CREW needs 

tiie infimnation contained in recnpts and disbursements repoits that pcditical c(niiinittees 

must file puisuant.to tiie FECA, 2 U.S.C. § 434(a)(2); 11 CFJL § 104.1. CREW is 

hindered in its programmatic activity vAiai an individual, candidatê  political 

oonmuttee or other regulated entity fidls to disdose cainpaign finance infixrm^ 

reports of receipts and disbursements required by tiie FECA. 

5. CREWreliesontiieFEĈ pnqieradniinislnBtionoftiieFBCÂ rê ^ 

requirenients because the FECA-mimdatfrirq)oirts of leceqrtsan̂  

only source ofinfimnation CREW can use to deteimfaieifa candidatê  political 

committee or otiier r̂ ;ulated entity is ccnqplying wiA 

adtmmstration of the FECA*! repoiliiî  reqpiinmeiils indudes n^ 

of rece^ and didwnemflDts required tin FECA aro properiy and ti^ 

ti^FBC. GREWisUndflndiniteprognmnudicaGtivitŷ riientiieFECfidb 

adminisler tiie FECA^ î KKling nqdnnflolBi 



6. Complainant Mdanie Sloan is tiie executive director of Citizens fixr 

Responsibility and Ethics in Washington, a dtizen of tiie United States and a registered 

voter and resident oftiie District of Columbia. As a registered voter, Ms. Sloan is 

entitled to receive infimnation contamed in repoits of recdpts and disbursements 

reqmred by tiie FECA, 2 U.S.C. f 434(a)(2); 11 C.F.R. § 104.1. Ms. Sloan is banned 

rl when a candidate* poUticd committee or otiier regulated entity feils to report 

0 campaign finance activity as reqmred by tiie FECA. FRT V. Airing. s?d n 11 

^ 19 (1998), quoting Buddev v. Vdeo. 424 U.S. 1,66-67 (1976) (poUticd committees 

^ must disclose contributon and disbursements to hdp votera undeiBtand who provides 

Q idrich candidates with finandd siq̂ poit). Ms. Sloan is fintiier harmed vriien the FEC 

feils to properiy adniinister the FECA*s rq)oiting requiremente, linutiî  

CREW'S ability to review campaign finance infimnation. 

ssaBvaEasBSSBaCB 

9. BefjanrinEnsicr, Jr. is acandidate sedUngto represent tiie First 

CoQgressiand Distrid ofSonfli Carolina in tiie U.S> House of Repwse^ Beo 

Frsder fbr Congress is tiie prindpd campaign ocomiiltee of Beqlamin Frasier, Ir. 

Friends (tf FIniler fat Congress puiports to be a separate authorized ccomiHee of 

Bttĵ Bln Fnaicfy Ir. 
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13. Be4aminFteder,lr.filedaSlatBmBmofCandidâ wiaitf»FBCoaMd̂  

19,2010. OaUsSlitamentofCBndidiî fiiimpBeqiaminFMê ^ 

of Fhder fiir Congress as an auflmriwid oonwnittBe otiief tiian Ma prindpd campaign 



committee to recdve and expend fimds on behdf of his candidacy. 5se Exhibit 6. Ben 

Fnaier fiir Congress filed a Statemed of Oiganization witii tiie FEC on Mttdi 19,2010. 

See Exhibit 7. Beiqamin Frasier, Jr. filed a Statement of Intention of Candidacy witii the 

South Carolha Democratic Party and pdd tiie South CaroUna Democratic Party a filing 

fee of$3,840 on Mardi 29,2010. Exhibit 8. Between Mi^ 17,2010 and June 8,2010 
1̂  

Ben Fkaaer fiir Congress purdiased $5,500 in broadcast advertising on WCSC in 
0 

Pi Charieston, South Candina in conneetian with tiie June 8,2010 primaiy dection in Sou& 

^ CaroUna. See Exhibit 9. Accordmgly, Bodamm Frasier, Jr. and/or Ben Frasier fixr 

^ Congress eaqiendedm excess of$5,000 seddng dection to Federd office. 
0 
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Pi 

^ 17. FECA and FEC regulations botii require that tiie principd campaign 
fNI 
^ committBe of acandidate fiir the House of Representatives or tiie Senate file quarteriy 

. 
0 reporte with the FEC no later than the fifteentii day afier the last day of each cdendar 
0 

-̂ quarter. 2 U.S.C. § 434(a)(2)(A)Cm) and 11 CJ'.R. § 104.5(aXlXi)-
18. By fiuUng to file the April 15'* (Quarteriy Report fiir cdendar year 2010, 

Benjamin Finder, Jr., Ben Fhnier fiir Congress and/or Friends of Frasier fiir 

Congress, knovringlyand 

wUlfiiUy violated botii 2 U.S.C. f 434(a)(2XAXui) and 11 CFJL f 104.5(aXlXi)-

19. FECA and FEC regdations both require tiiat the prmcipd campdgn 

WWimiltftft fff a CTndidwtft frr thff H**"** ^lta|imfywt«tive« ar flia .Ownaitw ffUm ^ pm-

dection rqport witti tiie FEC 12 dqrs befine any dection m idudi the candidate is 

seddng dection. 2 U.S.C. § 434(aX2)WG) nd 11 CFJL § 104.5(a)9X0-

20. The 12-Day Fke-Frimaiy Report fiw tiw June 8,2010 Democfatio primaiy 

dection in Sontii CaroUna was doe OD May 27,2010. 

21. ByfUUngtofi]eti»12pDByFI»-FrimBiyRflportfiirtiieJDnB8»2010 

Deniocratic primaiy eleotion in Soutii GardfaiB on May 27,2010; 



Beqamin Frader, 

Jr.. Ben Fhnier finr Congress and/or Friends of Frader fixr Congress,. 

knowm̂ y and wOlfidly violated botii 2 U.S.C. 

f 434(aX2XA)a) and 11C JJL f 104.5(aX2Xi)-

Mdade Sloan request tiiat the Federal Election Commission conduct an hivestigation 

CONCLUSION 

0 WHEREFORE, atizens fiir ResponsUnUty and Etiucs m Washmgton and 

into tiiese allegations, dedare the reapondente to have violated the Federal Election 

g Campdgn Act and qipUcable FEC regdations, and unpose sanctions appropriate to 

tiiese violations. The FEC diodd dso take such fintiier action as may be qipropiiate, 

induding refening knowuig and willfiil violations to tiie Department of Justice fiir 

crimind investigBtion. 

Executive Duector 
Citizens fiir RapondfaiUty and Etiiics 

in Washiî ltan 
1400 E ^ Street, N.W. 
Sdte450 
WasUnfl̂  DC 20005 
(202) 408-5565 Cphcme) 
(202) 588̂ 020 (fiK) 



Verification 

0 
0 
0 
r i 

0 
f* i 

Citizens fisr Respondbility and Etiiics m Wadiington and Melanie Sloan herdiy verî  

that the statemente made in the atteched Complaint are» upon infimnation and bdief, true. 

Swom pursuant to 18 U.S.C. § 1001. 

Mdanie Skian 

Swom to and subscribed befiire me this IS"* d^ of June, 2010. 

UM Driv 
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